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Bridge Building in the Education System and Academic
Practice
My presentation will walk us through how the work of
educators and scholars in and out of a professional school, if
not throughout the system as a whole, can be productively
understood as building bridges between people, ideas, and
possibilities. Drawing from examples across my 35-year
career as a professor and educational researcher, I will
explore how this notion can help us think about the
challenges facing educators and the system, what academic
practice is, and how both it and the system can be improved.

Michael S. Knapp, a Professor Emeritus of Educational Leadership and Policy
Studies in the University of Washington College of Education, and for two decades
the Director of the Center for the Study of Teaching & Policy, has focused his teaching

and research on educational leadership and policymaking, school and school system
reform, the professional learning of teachers and administrators, and methods of
inquiry and policy analysis.




